Marquette County Quilters’ Association

P. O. Box 411, Marquette, MI  49855

Website:  www.marquettequilters.com
Email:  quilters@marquettequilters.com
New Member Information

WELCOME:  Whenever you join a new organization, there’s a time when you don’t know exactly what is going on and what is discussed. The intent of this handout is to assist new members to know about the activities and goals of MCQA.  It is important to us that you are comfortable and feel welcome to the group.  Please feel free to ask questions from any of our members.  Many of us have been quilting a long time and serve as an invaluable source of quilting information.
MCQA MISSION:  Our purpose is to promote an interest in appreciation of quilting and fiber arts by promoting high standards of design and technique.  We accomplish this by sharing quilting information, and providing educational opportunities. 

MCQA OFFICERS & COMMITTEES:  Each November, the MCQA membership elects a President, a President Elect, a Vice President for Publicity, a Vice President for Programs, and a Secretary and a Treasurer who take office in January.  In addition, members of MCQA volunteer to chair and work on committees.  A list of these individuals and the committees is found on our web site and in our newsletters.
MEETINGS:  MCQA follows an informal Robert’s Rules of Order style of meeting.  While the meeting format may vary in order and context, we always have a show and tell so members can share their projects and experiences.  After a one-half hour program and a break, we have a short business meeting.  At each meeting, a table is set up to display items supplied by members.  Purchases are donations and this money supports association activities, and offers fun as we find items we have been looking for.  
MEMBERSHIP DUES:  Dues are currently $15.00 a year and are payable at the January meeting.  

REGISTRATION:  Guests may attend two meetings before joining MCQA.  They simply need to tell the membership committee member at the table that they are a guest.  Joining MCQA is done by completing a new member information sheet.  This form tells us a little about you and informs our newsletter chairperson of your how you want your newsletter and announcements sent to you:  email or through the mail.    The information is also on our membership list so members can contact you with announcements or invitations.  It is every member’s responsibility to update email address and regular address changes when they occur.
NAMETAGS:  MCQA members are required to wear a nametag at meetings.  Many members design their own nametag to demonstrate their creativity and skills.  No nametag requires that you get a temporary nametag at the membership table and pay a $.25 fine.  

BLOTTO:  Each meeting a Block Lotto is offered where you make the block specified at the prior meeting.  Those who provide completed blocks place their name into the hat for a drawing.  The winner receives all blocks turned in at that meeting.  

MCQA LIBRARY:  We maintain a library of quilting books and materials.  Members in good standing may check books out for one month and returned at the next meeting.  

SECRET PALS:  MCQA offers members an opportunity to share fellowship through the secret pal program.  Each December, members who wish to participate complete a form providing specific information.  In January, participating members receive secret pals.  During the year, participants honor their secret pal with gifts and remember special dates important to that individual. 
SPECIAL MEMBER ACTIVITIES:  Because the Association promotes friendship and fun, each July we have our “Christmas in July” program.  Special workshop activities are planned and members bring snacks.

Each December we have our annual party.  Members bring dishes to pass.  Disclosure of secret pals occurs and prizes are awarded based on attendance.  Each month you attend the meeting, your name goes into the hat for a prize drawing at this meeting.  
Another benefit of membership is our workshops.  Each year we have at least two workshops for our members.  Fees are based on workshop costs.  Local teachers facilitate a workshop and sometimes nationally known quilters/teachers present.  
QUILT SHOW:  In even numbered years, MCQA holds the Autumn Comforts Quilt Show.  This opportunity gives members a venue to display their quilts, clothing and accessories they have made and offers the opportunity to educate the community about quilting.  Members have an opportunity to serve on committees to prepare the show and to display their quilts.  Members make a quilt offered for raffle.  The show and raffle quilt are a big part of our organization and a rewarding experience for all who become involved!  We encourage new members to get involved in some aspect of the show and to display their work.  

QUILT RAFFLE TICKETS:  MCQA greatly benefits from our quilt show efforts.  Monies earned support our activities throughout the year. In order to offer low cost workshops and activities for members, we are expected to sell raffle tickets.  A packet of tickets for each member is prepared in June to sell prior to the quilt show.  Please ask questions as they arise.  Members also assist MCQA by working at raffle sales tables at such community occurrences as Art on the Rocks, or the County Fair. 
QUILT RETREATS:   In the odd numbered years, MCQA hosts a quilt retreat somewhere in the UP.  Members pay a reduced rate to attend.  There is usually a workshop and up to two overnights with meals in an enjoyable location with lots of time to quilt and chat with friends.  

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS:  Many small groups have formed as part of the MCQA.  These friendship groups may meet in each other’s homes or community sites such as churches, libraries, or community centers.  Members work on different projects. Some groups are accepting new members while others are full.  Any group of members is encouraged to form their own friendship group.  

CHARITY QUILTS:  Each year the MCQA make many quilts for charity.  They go to such worthy causes as Harbor House Women’s Center, Pregnancy Services, Bay Cliff Health Camp, the Veteran’s Hospital in Iron Mountain and the Neonatal Units at local hospitals.   Often material is donated to MCQA for this purpose.  Groups are encouraged to meet and work on charity quilts.  Measurements for quilts are found on our web site as well as a contact person for each charity.  
Teddy Bear Quilts:  MCQA quilters make quilts and sweaters for teddy bears that are distributed by local charities at Christmas to needy kids.  MCQA purchase teddy bears and the committee dresses the beats, wraps them in a quilt and bags them.  Little ones throughout Marquette County have had a cheerier Christmas due to our members’ Bear Quilts.
Angel Quilts:  Members make special angel quilts to provide to families preparing to bury their deceased newborn.  Directions are on the website. 
NEWSLETTERS:  Each month MCQA publishes a newsletter.  Members are encouraged to submit articles sharing information about upcoming events, quilting tips, book reviews, and articles about individual members of the Association.   

Welcome:  Again, we wish to welcome you to MCQA and hope that you have a fun and educational experience with us.  Remember that those who get involved benefit the most.   So join in the fun and volunteer for a committee!
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